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RAL  INFORMATION 


ABOUT 


eOSMS  CO^OPESATIVE  COLONY 


Cosme  is  Co-opilrative,  haring  complete  c'*- 
partnership  of  labor  ; Co;mmunist,  sharing  eunall.r 
the  results  of  co-operatire  work;  Democratic. 
having  goveruTnent  based  on  majoritj  vote  of 
mtmbera  ; Conservative,  holding  fast  to  the 
instiintloriF  of  marriage  and  the  familr  life : 
Teetotal,  abstaining  from  all  intoiicatirg  liqnor. 


ADUESSS  : 


COLONIA  COSME,  PARAGUAY 


Marcli,  1900. 


TERMS  OF  MEMBEPvSEIP. 

Wliile  wish  to  l>o  joijied  by  people  like-minn. 
4'ci  with  oin-Foives,  and  tlioretore  oitor  monibership 
withonfc  price  to  snitublo  pecsons,  we  can  only 
such  luoinbershix)  utter  we  have  g*ocd  retison 
lo  think  upjdlcants  suitable,  through  nuuiud  trial 
<-u  the  foiony  liaving:  satisfied  them  with  Oo&iue 
ami  us  w itii  thc-ui. 

Persons  who  iulfil  the  follovvin<r  coii*litioiis  may 
he  aerej»ted  for  mutual  trial  after  eoiTesjiOUiienee. 

(a j— Are  of  sound  physical  and  mental  health. 
Olid  of  reasonable  strength:  are  fi(e  from  taint  of 
pronouiieediy  liereditary  diseast^;  and  are  of  good 
{;eTievai  clj;i;;,cier. 

lb;  “llcflare  iheir  full  and  free  aeccptaiicc  of 
and  belief  in  the  principles  of  Cosn:e,  and  proniifete 
louil  iu  h(T(  liCe  lo  its  customs  anti  methods. 

(c)  l>eposit  i*er  adult  (for  children  of  d to  PJ 
Y‘-:*rs.  half  the  amount)  to  defray  cost  of  tlieir 
reiting  to  suitable  employment  should  they  not 
bteome  members  after  mutual  trial.  If  such  de- 
posit he  made  by  friends  or  relative'^,  it  will  be 
i*(  turned  to  .such  depositors  should  mutual  trial 
re.^ult  in  full  im  iiiberirhip, 

(d) -  LSingle  wimteii  will  not  be  I'Cquired  to  make 

any  d<  posit  or  payment  to  the  colniiy  ami  will 
ha>  e lo  Buenos  Aires  paid  Ity  tlm  colony 

j-hould  mutual  trial  not  result  in  full  membership: 
the  colony  may  terminate  the  mutual  trial  of  a 
siTigle  w<»m:ui  at  any  time  and  will  provide  sueh 
p^lss^!g•e  upon  doing-  so:  hut  pa^ srgf s v\ ill  7?ol  he 
so  7>vo'vidbd  for  any  single  woman  wfio  may  herself 
ti  nnijiate  mutual  trial  before  the  et  mpletion  of 
time  iiionths*  residence. 


All  fjceeptnnccs  for  Cosine  are  siddect  to  one 
gear’s  mutuaJ  trial,  which  may  ho  tnded  at  any 
t’uie  ‘luring  the  }oar  by  either  party.  Mothers 
til-  other  relatives  secepteti  as  part  of  famiiiea 
coiitiune  mmubers  of  such  families  ancl  will  be  so 
enteiOii  should  lull  membership  roult. 

' on«  'turns  (a)  and  (b)  apid.t  to  nu  n and  w omen 
alike,  wl-.ether  marritd  or  single,  wlide  IjfaJth 
coiuiitioijs  iij  pi;,  coually  and  cluiracter  eonditien* 
r<’l'vtivel;i  to  children.  Any  plain  misripresentn- 
lion,  w Jiether  willul  or  ignorant,  wdll  be  conshlej*ed 
gnuiiid  for  immetiiate  toimimition  of  mutiml  trial. 

A p').\iri'  lit  of  2 6 ns  eoTrespoi  deuce-expense  fte 
i»  required  from  tliose  apf>lyiug  for  ruombership. 


FACTS  ABOUT  COSME. 


Cos;xG  is  a settlem'^nt  of  English-speaking- people 
living  and  working  together  in  a practical  form  of 
tV'lIow.sliip  based  on  communism  and  the  family 
life.  This  lorm  of  fellowship  for  lack  of  a more 
suitable  term  we  call  “ Cosmeism,”  Certain 
* thical  principles  which  Cosine  considers  as  abso- 
lutely needful  to  right  living  are  treated  as  beyond 
the  pale  of  discussitm  and  to  be  accepted  w'ithoiit 
reserve  by  all  who  join  the  colony,  it  being  con- 
sidered tliat  one  of  the  main  things  to  be  heeded 
in  the  gathering  tog-ether  of  people  with  intent  to 
live  in  peace  and  harmony,  is  agreement  on  funda- 
mentals. CosmcLsm  does  not  consist  in  cramping 
natural  progress  by  hard  and  fast  application  of 
book  iiu  ories,  nor  in  making  vain  strivings  for  a 
life  which  to  th.e  imperftet  natures  of  Cosme  people 
would  be  unattainable.  Rather  does  it  try  by 
earnest  thought  and  patient  elTort  to  live  in  such 
measure  of  fellow'ship  as  common  folk  may  he 
fitted  for. 

The  essentials  of  Cosmeism  are: — Communal 
owning  of  >vealth,  co-operatiTe  organisation  of 
labor,  communal  sharing  of  earnings,  government 
on  democratic  basis,  and  the  upholding  of  home- 
living, life  marriage,  teetotalism  and  the  color  line. 

1’hese  several  ]-oiiits  together  with  various  Cosmo 
customs  are  here  explained  in  greater  detail. 

Communal  wealth,  except  purely 

Owning  possessions  such  as  clothing 

and  personal  effects,  is  owned  by  the 
community.  Lund,  houses,  crops,  machinery, 
tools,  stock  and  general  goods  are  all  communal 
property.  Cosmams  have  individual  *'usebold”  of 
house  and  allotment.  Such  usehold  being  of  a. 
permanent  nature,  communal  ownership  does  not 
prevent  a man  itnj-roving  liis  house  or  growing 
fruit  or  flowers  in  his  garden.  The  usehold  being 
for  life,  ijo  system  or  private  ownership  could 
increase  the  length  or  security  of  tenure  as  far  as 
the  useliolder  is  concerned.  'Tools  though  com- 
munally owned  are  frequently  given  over  to  indi- 
viduals for  permanent  use.  Fowls,  w hich  are  kept 
partly  in  a coniinunal  yard  and  partly  by  families, 
arc  communaliy  owned,  the  proceeds  being  shared 
all  round. 
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C’t  -orEUATiVE  fifteen  :u.d  sing-lc 

Laboh  women  over  sixteen  3 tars  of  sge 
are  on  the  statf  of  organised 
^vol■kel  S.  Work  is  directed  b\'  departniental  fove- 
nieii  who  receive  general  irstrnetioits  trom  the 
niaiiagenient.  The  foremen  are  a]nioii:ted  b3*  the 
committee,  the  appointments  beitig  siibjeet  to  tlie 
approval  of  the  members  of  the  department. 
The  ordir.ar>’  work  of  the  colony  is  carried  on  for 
t iiilit  lionrs  a dny,  the  f)lowing  of  a horn  being  tlie 
sioTMi  for  starting  and  ceasing.  The  natnre  of 
t!ie  v/ofk  is  somewdiat  varied  and  largely  agricul- 
tural. The  ohu'f  tools  used  in  gei  eiiii  w'ovk  are  ■ 
Loo,  akc.  machete  (sword-like  kr.ife),  sickle  and 
scythe.  In  the  w'orkshops,  all-ionnd  tradesmen 
are  the  best.  Horse  and  bullock  driving  are 
important  jobs.  All  labor  i.s  treated  as  of  the 
fcarmi  velne.  While  each  man’s  work,  a.s  far  as 
cai.  be  aiTanged,  is  usuall.y  what  he  is  best  fitted 
for,  disagreeable  w*ork  is  shared  round  as  n nch  as 
possible,  close  specialisation  is  avoided,  it  being 
tam^iden  d a good  thing  that  each  ineml  cv  shcnlcl 
bo  expert  at  various  clnssc.s  of  work  in  order  to 
j»*<fspeu  Miorotony  and  make  working  arrangomonts 

r*  t nial  shares  to  all  adults,  irre- 

•'d.'L  ^ V ‘a. 

>’M  ‘ KINO  capacity  or  occu- 

* ■ paticrii'^^Aid' proportionate  shpres  to 

oliildrt  n.  is  th^  basi-;*1!:f  the  Cosine  sharing  system  ; 
Lm-  wlu  never  :t  cab  be  rcasonahl3-  and  cuonomic- 
"Ijy  done  ‘■'Free  la.suc”- is  practised.  Thus  there 
a free  issue  of  com  meal,,  treacle,  miindioca  and 
baiia  las,  Lirnitf-d  supplies  of  heme-gTOwn  pi*o- 
ducts  are  shared  round  equally.  Eonght  goods 
jfrch  sia  kerosoiic,  soap  and  yerba-mate  are  sui>p]ied 
e!’  a creddt  card  s.vstcm,  tlio  c^oct  of  which  is  that 
jJI  get  equal  value  of  this  class  of  goods,  but 
r'.'i.se  tliemselves  as  to  the  relative  proportions 
ije-  difu-ivTit  articles  they  take.  A113  • r7'‘’it 
T.d:;nc»'s  aro  struck  off  montldv.  The  1 :escnt 
yys  *un  of  ]>rovidii;r  clothing  is  to  supply  : cord- 
kiy  to  individual  nn*ds  and  up  to  a certah)  limited 
sfa'idavd.  When  the  f-uances  of  the  colony'  are  in 
a ^HtisfjKtory  rc::dit.'On  the  credit  card  53  stem 
wHl  ii*i  all  likelihood  be  extended  to  include  cloth- 
hig  aiui  other  re<pui  ^/ments. 

aoVKSNMfiJCT. 

inanageo  by  a chairman,  executive 
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of  three,  uni  committee  of  nine.  Chairman 
and  committee  are  olected  by  direct  vote  of 
inembers;  the  executive  being  appointed  by  th.^ 
Gom:nitteefroui  among  themselves.  The  clialrinan 
and  executive  transact  ordinary  business  and  me-.d 
weekLv\  The  committee  deals  with  more  imput- 
unt  inatter.s  and  meets  monthly',  iieports  o f 
executive  management  are  submitted  to  th  > 
monthly  cooimittee  meetings.  The  general  meet- 
ing of  members  takes  placj  yearly.  The  imjoritv 
vote  of  members  is  the  basis  of  all  authority, 
la  all  matters  other  than  voting  and  office-holding, 
th  re  Ls  no  diiforenco  between  trial  and  full  mem- 
bers. Trial  members  are  admittod  to  full  mem- 
bership afrer  a year’s  residence.  Only  full  mem- 
bers vote  at  general  meetiiig.s.  Single  women 
have  the  right  to  vote,  which  right,  together  vritfi 
its  correlative  duty,  communal  labor,  they  vQniiii 
on  marriage.  Election  voting  is  by  ballot;  otbe  * 
voting  is  open. 

TT  , The  Cosme  families  live  in  their  ov.-n 

rlOME  The  bachelors  also  have  houses 

liiiiNG.  their  own  but  take  their  meals  at  tha 
co-operative  dining-room,  tlie  cooking  being  done 
for  them  by  colony' iabur.  The  work  of  marrie  l 
w'oincu  is  not  organistd.  They  attend  to  their 
own  households,  and  undertake  voluntarily  sueli 
comnuinui  w'ork  its  they  feel  able  to  do,  ns  washing 
and  nieuding  for  bacheiors,  communal  cookit;g, 
nursing,  etc.  The  Cosine  permanent  houses  stand 
int'ueirorvn  s iiiage  lots,  which  are  large  enough 
to  give  suldeijzifc  privacy  to  each  family'  and  to 
allow  tree  planting,  gardening,  poultry  keeping, 
etc.,  to  bo  indulged  in. 

^ ^ Cosme  adheres  to  t?ie  old  English 

. iAAiRiAGii.  laws,  her  aim  being  to  build 

up  free  and  h.,althy  English  homes,  and  also  sliw 
will  not  we;tkeii  *her  vitality  by  mixing  with 
colored  rac‘jS;  for  Cosmo  children  must  be  whito 
so  as  to  be  able  to  uphold  Cosmo  principles  and 
miderstiiud  Cosme  ideals, 

^ ^ , All  Cosmo  children  are  reared  ia 

CHiLDRSn.  homes  of  their  parents  and  ur« 

under  ^larantal  control.  Family  life  is  not  inter- 
fered with  in  any  way.  The  colony  allows  pro- 
portionate share  of  general  susteuanco  allowancesi 
for  the  maintenance  of  children  and  provide* 
sehooliiig.  The  Cosine  school  age  is  from  fir# 
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Yoai'3  to  fifteen  for  boys  and  to  sizteen  for  grlrls. 
The  schooling*  given  is  of  an  eleaientary  nature, 
and  the  atteudanc3  is  voluntary.  Cosme  juniors 
are  admitted  to  full  membership  at  twenty-one 
years  of  age. 

Druukenuess  is  the  great  vice  of 
Ieetotalism  altogether  de- 

moralising ill  its  effects.  The  only  way  to  preveat 
<lruukeuiios3  in  a community  is  by  tho  total 
abstinence  of  all  its  members  from  intoxicating 
drink.  Hence  those  who  join  Cosnie  accept  tee- 
totilism  as  a principle.  Very  few  Cosinaus  were 
teetotal  before  becoming  members;  nevertheless 
tha  principle  has  been  abaadfastly  adhered  to  and 
there  is  no  sign  whatever  of  any  weakening  on  it. 

In  Cosme  there  is  no  church,  no 
Kelioion.  no  ritual  and  no  recognised 

religion  in  the  common  m3auing  of  the  word, 
implying  as  it  does,  belief  in  certain  dogmas  and 
itonformU-y  to  certain  routine  observances.  There 
is  perftjot  “Freedom  of  Conscience,”  and  most 
Coamaiis  would  be  described  by  the  charitably 
<»rtaodos  as  Agnostics.  Bat  of  religion  in  its 
higher,  better  and  truer  sense— the  uplifting  of 
man’s  moral  nature  iu  the  everydiy  tendencies  of 
living— Cosme  life  lacks  not.  Some  of  us  prefer 
the  word  “Hod,”  others  “Nature”  to  represent 
the  controlling  force  of  tlie  universe  ; but  the 
iiuderlyiag  religious  idea  ia  Cosmi  is  a sense  of 
the  absolute  sunremvey  and  lixlty  of  the  lavvs 
which  govern  all  things,  and  the  iv^coguition  of 
toe  need  for  all  men  to  strive  to  li/e  in  accord 
W'ith  such  laws.  This — ^he  Tltghl-iiving  of 

Oosnn— Is  the  0 isme  religion.  Narrow  seetariaa-s 
would  not  be  content  on  Cosme.  Our  Sanlar 
cricket  and  fishing  would  grieve  the  rigid  Sabb  vt- 
ju'iati,  our  occasional  anlheins  ivoulj.  annoy  too 

bigoced  free-thlaker. 

The  social  life  of  Cosme  is  very  active. 
oOv>ia!j  meuibor*  forma  Social  Union  which 
elects  a committee  for  the  management 
of  sports,  dances,  coneorts.  i^ays  and  general 
entertainments.  'Ilhere  is  a diuce  cverj'' Saturday 
night  on  the  board-fioored  dining-room.  A meet- 
iag  is  held  every  Sun  lay  night  when  roaiiugs, 
recitations,  vocal  and  iiistru.nsntal  nuiiic  and 
occasional  lectures  are  given,  the  meetings  being 
tondacbeJ  in  turn  by  various  mmuberci.  The 
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Cosine  library  contains  a oaiisiderable  collecthm 
of  books  and  is  much  used.  vVliis*t  and  che.ss  :i  ro 
favorite  indoor  games  ; hiiatbig,  fishing  aud  swi:n- 
mlug  the  chief  outdoor  sports,  while  cricket  co 
a.i  ; goes  iu  favor.  A .singio  ,*  class  is  goaeraiiy 
in  existence,  and  one  or  more  theatrical  ]»ie  jes  ar" 
u.sually  In  course  of  prepiratioii.  A manisciip. 
newspaper  called  “Co.siiu  Weekly  xN  it'js 
pnblisiiedireadout)  every  Siturday  at  the  dance- 
meetiug.  The  paper  records  colony  hapjKjnuKr' 
;uid  publishes  oiii  ual  notices,  bo.sldes  contahung 
foreign  mail  nows,  and  cables  f rOiU  Asuncion  dailies . 

^ ^ Sundavs,  Satnrdav  afteruoons. 

11  O L U>  A Y 3.  J}  iy  and  Fouudutiou 

Day  (Mvy  Idbh)  are  puhUo  holidays.  Each  mem- 
ber is  eutitled  to  ten  days  a year  in  aadition. 
IMiese  days  are  in>-;bly  n-*e  I for  nVerside  plciiies. 
or  for  paying  visits  outsM>  tiio  colony.  Apa-rt 
from  colony  working  hours,  a man’s  time^  is 
altogether  at  his  own  disposal.  jMetiibers  going 
outside  the  colony  for  holidays  can  draw  on  tht.* 

cotumon  fund.s  for  expenses. 

B.jsi  les  the  regular  coinmimal  work  ut 
EXTiiA  hour.s  a varying  amount  of  otlier 

WOiiK  ^vork  is  done  by  members.  There  L- 
firewood  to  be  cut  and  water  to  be  di^wn  at  every 
house.  Coruhusking  is  extra  work,  being  done 
at  weekly  ^‘bees.”  Several  houses  have  boeu 
built  iu  private  time  by  energetic  workers  ; and 
house  repairs  and  additions,  farniture-makiug, 
gardening  a;id  fowl-tending  are  among  the  many 
r>cc;ipi.tions  t-!i  at  are  gone* in  tor  after  the  “ knock 

orT  horn.”  , ^ 

Altiiongh  the  metno^l  of  paym-g 
dividends  is  provided  for  in  tin- 
Cosmo  mutu  il  agree'n?!it,  there  is  little  likelihood 
of  then  being  forthcoming  for  sjme  years.  For 
it  is  gjiierally  uudsv'stouiltiiat  before  anydividend> 
are  paid,  the  standard  of  comfort  slioald  be  con- 
si  ier.ably  rxi.sed,  aril  also  that  there  should  be  a 
levelling  up  in  various  classes  of  needful  lioa>o- 

neces.sitating  considerable 
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hold  cd'ects,  all  ... 

cosh  outlay. 

The  nursing  of  the  sick  is  utider- 
iHB  bics.  voluntarily  by  Cosme  wome!i. 

No  sick  psrsou  has  any  rights  or  privileges  enr- 
tiilod  bjcause  of  his  misfortune,  but,  on  tlu 
contrarf,  a foliar  nhiore  of  good  things  to 
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help  in  hie  rcooverj\  All  sick  coste  are  of  eonr.^e 

borne  communally. 

The  death  of  a huebatid  a*i:l  fatner 
A\iomv^  on  Cosme  does  not  mean  that  the 

AST)  ^ widow  and  fathcrlesR  have  in  addition 

OuPHAXR.  death  sorrow  to  hear  the  part-^s 

of  poverty.  The  share  of  the  widow  is  as  t lie  share 
o*^  the  wife,  and  the  children  are  abvays  the  caro 
of  the  community.  In  this  way,  wiihout  the  ehilU 
of  charity,  natural  ills  are  naturally  softemed, 
which  assurance  g’ives  ijrcut  conii'ort  to  Co^nus 

broad-wiimers.  ^ 

Cosme  has  no  desire  to  build  np  a 
Hardships  Backward'*  city.  The 

ideas  of  William  Morris  on  country  life  as  pictur- 
ed in  his  ‘*News  from  Nowlure  ’*  are  more  in  ac- 
cord with  Cosme  aspirations,  thou^li  Cosine  looks 
t.)  Ijftve  labor  lightenc*!  by  a reasonable  use  ot 
machinery.  Cosmo  started  wilii  a cry  little  capit- 
al, and  has  had  a lon.er  hard  M%dit  U>  ^'ot  a footing'. 
Only  bv  dint  of  much  phichimt  in  food,  clothing 
and  general  comforts,  have*  improvements  been 
made  and  necessary  working  capital  aecunnilate*!. 
Many  material  comforts  are  lacKing.  Various 
pHvations  are  still  endured.  Miicli  thritt  lUiS 
vet  to  be  practised.  Hard  wo4;  in  jilenty  is  ahead. 

*i'i>  bocoino  thei^  own  capitalists— and  there  is  no 
freedom  otherwiso— poor  folk  niust  work  hard,  live 
hard  and  save  hard.  There  ns  no  ro\al  i*oad  to  • 

fellowship.  _ 

The  pionoors  ot  Cos.ne  Colony 
Foundation,  Paraguay  ftoui  Australia 

in  1893,  in  compAuy  with  otimrs  to  start  another 
settlement.  Owing  to  ililYeroticos,  sonie  ()J  people 
withdrew  in  Mav,  1891,  from  their  vvovionu  asso- 
eiate*  and  started  Cosmo.  The  name  Cosine  is 
taken  from  a river  ford  near  whicli  the  pioneers 
waited  homeless  for  tv.'0  months,  nntd  they  got 

land  to  work  on.  . ^ 

Oosme  liolds  titles  to  some 
Land  a>*d  hciob  of  l;uid.  Tliia  iaiiu  i»  iii  two 
Location,  j^jocks,  the  larger  and  better  one  of 
i«ome  16,000  acre#  being  where  the  colony  is  located. 

It  is  situated  about  50  miles  south-east  of  \ ilia 
Sica,  in  latitude  261°  i longitude  56i°  we»t. 

Jt  occiipit'8  the  fork  of  the  small  rivers  Pirapo  and 
CapiviU-y.  The  settlement  m thirteen  miles  by 
road  ea.'^t  from  Sosa,  a station  on  the  Paraj^najan 


rr-il'.vfiv;  and  the  same  d'.«tancc  soudi  iroi.i 
C.w.ar>a.  a to-.vnship  eight  m:.os  froin  t|m  ..laeud 
railway  station.  CoBmo  land  is  about  had  or-iis  . 
forc.st  and  half  law  grass  laud.  Ine  far,-st  soi.  m 
det  usiid  fertile,  but  the  lahar  of  clearing  ! > vnry 
great.  The.  onen  land  ia  avRHa'>lt>  .or  pr-v  are.  bn. 

ih  of  no  u.e  for  cultivation.  ..  .. 

Hr  roil  to  Sosa  ov 

COKMUNIC-VTION.  j-ta,*;’,,,;,.,  ou  the  H.irag Jr/Hi'. 
vailwi!'--,  thenco  by  train  three  iinios  a >.vet  k y 
Amneion,  'ro;n  whence  it  is  a thonsano  miles  i.>\ 
ri  .'er  .st->imer  to  Bueuo.s  Aire#.  Tho  roaU.s  to  .!i-. 
raewar  are  had  in  wet  weiither.  good  in  cr.v.  nnU 
i;ur,ass.v’)!e  for  liouvy  trnllic  in  Hood  tiine.^  (..nsme 
is  a govcriumiiit  post of'dre and  has  a rt^guiav  tAmo 
.a  w.xdc  mail  s.^rvice.  Bodu  Sosa  ana  t aa7.H.mi  are 


IaI 4*1  .\1 3 A D oMcy  clopcU' ilu  or  oook  ot  tr:‘t\  t‘l 
Il.^^ALTH.  i fcr?ithls.  T'ho  Avintcr  irf  picnsaiii: 

being  generally  bright  .ai«l  spring-like  in  the  . av.v- 
time,  and  ocoiiaionKlly  i'ro.sty  at  night.  im* 
summer  days  are  ofseu  oppres.smly  c.oae  be.oiv 
tho  breaking  of  thethuudorstonns  whicn  genera!. y 
occur  every  week  or  .so.  iind  cool  tiia  air  ; but  tn.- 
piiinuior  nlgiit*  iivw  ii-lniost  ril’A'ays  cool  a!  id  goo -a 
for  Tlie  eTtro:ii;*  to?m>-:tratnros 

1"  itlLr.o  -...r..  1U2>  1307  ™l  30''  in  13®., 

Tlie  merm  annual  temnor.ituro  -s  72°.  1 he  mintj. . • 

is  nlentifiil  aul  well  distributed,  .averaging 

vGMi-lv.  VViih  ua  avoraeo  populAXion  o. 


records  of  nv^t  four  yeaM  Raow  p;*r 

cent.  Oi  coloay  Nvurkin^'  ti  ue  hi  loy,t  tnrouga 
iieRs,  a lHr,%ro:irt  of  v.'hlch  liowcvcr  is  uuo  t-o 
clironic  nlbnoid's  of  previ  jus  origin.  * “C  mo>t 
prevalent  rficku.MS  in  Oosm^  if-  a ir.Ila  form  or 
iiitonaittent  fever,  called  iu  Pivragu-'y, ciiu-c.'V. 
There  is  a goo.l  £agli*h  doctor  in  \ liia  luca,  who 
prehcribess'for  the  colony  ami  to  whom  Renoni 
cases  ace  »*eat  when  possible.  Ordiuarv  cassw  arvj 
home-nursed  and  home-doetived.^^  Ncwcomv.".^ 
from  colder coantrics  usnali>  ge!:nor-lu;n\ti.-:c<l  lair.y 
easily,  though  tho  Is  i:*co:undl-  fouud 

to  bti  trying. 
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p ^ The  big  [>q^U  are  ocelots,  tigeroats  an  I 

i BST5.  which  make  poaltry  keeping  JifU- 

cult.  There  arc  some  jagaai-a  in  the  locality 
though  Cosine  sportsmen  have  not  yet  gv>t  to  elos  * 
quarters  with  any.  Cosme  school-boys  go  hunting 
by  themselves  in  the  inoiites,  arni  no  wiivl  beasts 
luivo  ever  molested  thorn.  There  are  some  snakes 
about,  but  nobody  on  Cosine  has  yet  been  bitten 
by  a poisonous  one.  Insoobs  are  tiie  worst  pests 
but  they  lessen  as  settlement  progress^js.  Mos- 
(piitoes,  saiiddios,  gnats,  ants  and  crickets  are 
bothersome  at  times.  In  the  early  days  mosquitoes 
were  very  bad,  but  now  are  not  much  of  a miisance. 
Cosine  is  fortunate  in  being  free  from  the  ■•ji.gger'’ 
which  is  common  enough  in  some  parts  of  Paraguay. 
The  most  destructive  pest  on  Cosine  is  the  weevil, 
which  lays  heavy  toll  on  the  grain  stores.  Cosme 
has  received  one  locust  visitation  in  six  years, 
but  other  parts  of  Paragaay  nearer  the  big  rivers 
are  less  fortunate. 

^ Starting  with  but  little  capital, 
Maghiner  . jj.yl  to  do  most  of  its 

work  by  hand  labor.  Till  the  last  year  tillage  has 
been  almost  exclusively  hoe- work,  a vmry  tedious 
and  illpayiug  prctcess.  Plows  and  cultivators 
however,  now  play  an  important  part  in  Cosme 
fanning,  though  tUe  hoe  has  sblil  to  be  u.>ed  in 
onjanctiou  with  the  machines  on  x^iJ'i’tially^  cleared 
laii  i.  Primitive  appliances  have  made  other  in- 
dustries very  costly  as  regnrds  labor,  and  it  is  only 
now  with  the  a^equisition  of  a sulhciently  powerful 
steam  engine  that  such  industries  as  saw-milling, 
sugar  making,  and  laaixe  griiiilmg  can  be  carried 
on  without  unduly  taxiiu*’  tlie  colony  labor  strength. 
Cosme  machinery  now  comprises ; — t.  I t h.p.  poi*t- 
able  steam  engine,  saw  bench,  wooden  cane  mill 
(to  bo  replaced  by  one  of  iron  for  the  coming 
season),  sugar  b jiliug  furnace,  centrifugl-3,  maize 
mill,  lathes,  shop  s.i  wh  mch,  morticing  machine, 
printiug  press,  pu^mill,  doable  and  single  furrow 
plows,  cultivators,  harrows,  rauze-sower,  ridge 
plow,  horso-hoe,  garden  seed-sower,  double-wheel 
hoe,  cora-shellor,  winnower,  chaffcuttcr,  and  var- 
ious other  small  machines. 

,,  1‘hcro  are  about  110  acres  of 

C-LEARlKO-  land  cleared,  about  30  being 

ArfD  Crops,  village  site,  the  rest  in  farm 

ani  orchard.  Sjuij  10  acres  of  the  village  is 


Tiie  Cosme 
Village. 


cultivated.  A good  fence  eiiclo.ses  f irm  and  villac-e. 
Twenty-live  acres  of  the  cultivation  is  st-umpc'l 
ami  piowable:  of  the  rest,  all  but  a few^  acres  is 
clean  enough  to  work  with  cultivators  :ui  1 n irro  w i. 
The  crops  in  order  of  imp  >rt.incc  aiv: 
cane,  maize,  mandloca,  swcjt  pot  tcoos,  b ; nan-is. 
fodder  plants,  oranges,  yams,  pjiudies.  p:neap;>l-s 
and  various  fruit’*,  cojTgc,  vegetables  and  t > 

Mainly  veget  ihle.  being  all  ])rt>du  m:!  on 
i‘OOD.  colony  except  yorba  mate.  People 
tjiiaking  of  joiniu  r Cosme  should  realise  t!iat  tli  ? 
chan,^eof  food  will  bo  felt  for  a time,  until  use 
accustoms  thorn  to  it.  There  is  little  meat,  egg.s 
or  milk,  and  only  as  live  stock  is  increased  a:i-l 
improved  will  sufficient  bo  obtained.  Wlien  cap- 
ital is  short,  tho.se  who  wiuild  be  invdopendeiit  learn 

the  true  meaning  of  thrift. 

^ dVhen  the  settlement  wa.s  st  irted. 

owin^^^  to  the  pressing  need  for  food 
\ILLAGE.  aad  the  lack  of  capital,  the  forest 
clearing  had  to  be  planted  as  fast  as  cleared,  and 
the  ])ioiieers  were  forced  to  build  tomoorary  huts 
on  the  oj)eu  grass  liat.  It  xras  not  till  the  winter 
of  ’9o  that  cleared  forest  land  could  bo  spared,  and 
a site  on  it  for  a section  of  thr  permanent  village 
t^iirveyod.  The  press  of  other  work  mukiug  it 
liifficult  to  hud  building  labor,  and  the  huts  on  the 
‘ iiat  b.-iug  almost  sufficient  to  accommodate  the 
populutlou.  building  on  t!ie  village  .site  has  not 
been  so  activ'e  or  coutinuous  as  was  first  antici- 
l.ttc  i.  Atpro'j/it  there  are  fourtoen  houses  on 
the  vill  ive  .Mte  and  eleven  on  the  ilat.  These  last 
are  mostly  ia  b vl  order  and  Will  uot  be  liabitabla 
a year  hciioe,  bv  which  time  all  the  populatioa 
tshould  be  housed  on  the  lilll.  The  present^settie- 
meathis  V*tMe  of  the  appearance  of  anE.agbsh 
village.  Ifo  labor  is  yet  avuilablo  for  koeyjiug  thv 
streets  in  order,  so  where  croos  arc  not  planted, 
weeds  nourish.  :JhiIl,  Uuos  of  orange  trees  mark 
the  sUeet-s,  tile  cedars  show  abov'c  the  sugar  cann 
iuthe  plaza,  aal  most  of  the  houses  hnwe  fruit 
tcee4,  fiiwi^rs  and  vegetal)les  g'^oa'ingin  tiieir  gar- 
dens. Tlie  housing  is  yet  i>rimitive,  bat  should 
improve  very  considerably  when  the  saw-mill  srets 
to  work  on  building  material.  Timber  will  then 
replace  pug  for  floors  and  walls,  and  housing  will 
iimrc^we  in  comfort.  Grass  thatch  is  still  the  root- 
ing, shutters  are  used  instead  of  windows.  :VMf4 
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ohiaiueya  are  bailt  of  wood  aud  pu:,^  Ne.vcoinera 
are  supplied  with  the  best  available  aecomiaoJa- 
tiou,  aud  if  they  do  have  to  rou^'h  it  a bit  may  well 
be  thankful  that  others  did  the  pioneering. 

bNDUSTKiES.  ohief  work  done  on  Cosme 

up  to  the  present  has  been  mainly 
in  the  direction  of  developing  the  resoursea  of  the 
place  aud  raising  foodstuffs  for  home  consu:npLion, 
.i\  order  bo  provide  necessary  “outside  exchange,” 
u number  of  experiments  have  been  made  v/ith 
varying  but  steadily  increasing  success.  The 
trade  of  the  colony  is  u)t  yet  largo  bui;  promises  to 
rapidly  increase  as  tlic  lately  introduced  machiaorv 
conics  into  effective  working.  Since  the  founda- 
tion of  the  colony  the  sale  of  products  has  grovi'n 
pf eadily , The  value  of  Svalos  for  3'^car  ending  April, 
i-dyo  was  nil;  18Dd,  — .$103*50 ; 1S?7,— ^77*'20 ; 
i80S,-$l,i}60-35 ; ISOO,  -.S4,3G375.  The  industrial 
<;r.ergies  of  Cosme  are  now  being  co.icentrated  in 
two  directions, — sugar  and  timber, — -other  smaller' 
industries  being  temporarily  abandoned.  Sugar- 
making,  with  the  facilities  that  the  colony  can 
command,  is  a payable  industry  in  a country  like 
P.a*aguay,  where  unrefined  sugar  such  as  can  bo 
made  with  simple  appliance*  is  readily  saleable  at 
ta:r  prices.  In  tlie  Cosnic  forests  are  thousands  of 
Tries  whose  timbers  are  marketable  either  in  tlie 
log  or  cut  into  lumber.  The  export  of  timber  is 
o!ie  of  the  chief  industries  of  Paraguay,  treeless 
Argentine  being  the  big'gcst  customer.  There  is 
enough  Cosme  timber  to  keep  the  saw-mili  hard  at 
work  for  many  years  ; ai.d  as  timber  jnuces  urc 
f lirly  high  and  the  laark^t  practicrJly  limitless, 
taj  industry  is  looked  to  to  very  matariaily  assist 
in  freeing  the  colony  from  debt  and  in  providing 
the  waere.vitaal  for  the  development  of  colony 
vork,  the  raising  of  the  stan  l.ird  of  comfort  and 
the  extsnsion  of  general  organisation.  There  are 
virions  minor  inluttries:  oarm  is  cured  ; hides 
ai'c  tanned  an  1 t.u  i jathui*  made  into  boots  for 
colony  wear  ; the  plt-s.uw  li  .s  supplied  the  carpen- 
try with  wood;  t.ic  woo  1- workers  have  done  all 
classes  of  A'or::,  bui!t  bridges  and  houses,  made 
<!arts,  tool  handles  and  farnitare  ; the  smithy  has 
turned  out  farming  implements,  bullock  tackling, 
tools  and  all  sorts  of  ironwork,  besides  work  in 
tin,  copper  and  brass ; the  making  of  bricks  has 
iitely  been  started. 


Stock  Cosme  has  enougli  grass  land  to  rear 
several  thousand  head  of  cattle,  but 
possesses  only  a small  herd  of  140  including  calves 
iy.vA  working  bullocks.  These  animals  are  of  very 
inferior  breed  being  ail  Paraguayan.  The  cows 
are  very  poor  milkers.  Good  dairy  results  cannot 
he  expected  till  better  animals  are  obtained.  The 
herd  keeps  up  the  supply  of  working  bullocks,  but 
is  not  large  enough  to  more  than  very  occasionally 
provide  beef.  The  colony  has  a dozen  horses,  also 
of  inferior  breed,  and  some  50  pigs.  These  pigs 
are  better  than  tlie  ordinary  Paraguayan  animal 
but  need  to  be  repdaoed  by  imported  stock  before 
real iy  good  results  can  be  obtained.  Live  stook 
is  still  one  of  the  greatest  needs  of  the  colony  : 
P'Lragur^yan  cattle  being  required  for  meat,  im- 
ported cattle  for  the  <iairy,  better  horses  foi* 
working  and  an  improved  brecct  of  pigs  for  the 
economic  raising  of  po:k  and  bacon.  Mtich  diffi- 
culty is  found  in  fowi  keeping  owii’g  to  ravages  of 
wild  animals  of  the  cat  kind.  As  showing  the 
food  valneto  the  cclcny  of  the  stock,  during  183y 
tile  colony  obtained  fiom  this  source  : — 8^  cwt.  of 
beef;  M cwt,  hreon  and  ham:  § cwt.  porlc  ; 2 
cwt.  lard  ; 128  fowls  : 10,<XK)  eggs  ; and  907  vails, 
of  miik. 

Fxxvncial  annual  balance  sheet 

PosiTTov  1899)  showed  a credit  balance 

" ’ to  the  coleny  of  ?5,744,  based  or  a 
realisable  valuation  of  movable  property  only,  and 
not  counting  land  and  fixtures  as  assets.  Since 
then,  machinery  has  been  purchased  on  cicdit 
from  the  Banco  Agricola, — the  state  bank  of 
Paraguay. — the  colony  lard  titles  being  deposited 
witli  the  bank  as  security  for  payment.  l‘ho 
colony  indebtednesR  to  the  bank  amounts  with 
interesi  for  current  year  to  $10,063.  The  debt 
payable  in  four  equal  yearly  instalments,  tl ' firf't 
being  due  next  Kovember.  A further  irdt  bted- 
ness  of  about  $3,000  is  being  incurred  to  ca  i;:pk  to 
the  saw  milling  and  sugar  mekirg  machinery. 
Ibe  Paragnayen  dollar,  in  vhicli  Cosme  accounts 
are  kept  varies  in  value  from  six|,eriCe  to  seveu- 
pen  ce-  Iial  f pc  n n 3’ . 

Civil  Law.  , law.  Coems 

bus  Iccfu  self-goverruient.  The 
chairman  of  the  time  and  another  of  tlie  committee 
have  hitherto  been  made  colony  magistrates  by  the 
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Ap:^ii?kiox. 


Prrn.;:‘r:nTnn  f;:ovcrniiiCiit.  Tlicir  aotiviiiea  have 
liltlurio'bcrri  coulirod  to  the  ropstratlon  formal- 
ities of  iMiii’.s.  marriirgos  arul  deaths,  and  supply- 
ing the  goveinmont  nith  statlslical  iiilorniation. 

Admission  to  Copme  is  free,  those 
liavin<r  any  mone}’  ooTitributinj^  it  to 
capital  v.'hen  they  become  full  rTiembers,  as  provided 
in  the  AgTeem<'iit.  Under  onr  nev  n^gniatioiis, 
(see  ]N‘'-ge  2),  persona  may  join  na  after  sr.fiiciont 
corixs;  onderce.  Printed  application  forms  and 
fuiicst  information  sent  upon  receipt  of  2 d corres- 
ncinlence-oxpense  foe. 

All  persons  comin<?  to  Cesme  must 
' ' arraii;;c  iheir  tvrn  passage*;.  Ihe 

uteerage  rates  from  Britain  to  Buenos  *\ircs,  by 
Bullish,  French  or  German  lines,  arc  fro?n  to 
Irom  Buenos  Aires  to  Asuncion,  about 
^4,  Government  gives  free  railv/ay 


passes 


to 


^osii,  our  station.  Australasians  disembark  at 
llonte  Video  on  the  homeward  runs  of  the  Xew 
/.ealcr.d  liners  ; faro  from  Sydney  about  i-'U*. 

Inouiry  and  friendly  letters 
t.  MHKm>POxr>ENC  . questions  on 

Go".mo  life  will  be  answered  in  the  '*Cosmc 
JVihmthly  ” or  by  letter  if  stamps  are  enclosed  for 
nply.  " Those  interested  in  practical  brotherly 
ii\  ii'g  are  asked  to  correspond. 

, L'eniittaiices  when  small  may 

i^KMiTTAKCES.  madeiii  stamps  of  any  country. 

Pennv  stamps  preferred.  Larger  sums  in  English 
Postal  Motes  or  B.O.  Orders,  or  in  International 
P.G.  Orders  payable  iu  London.  Drafts  and 
< iieques  shoula  be  crossed  and  made  payable  to 
‘M  'oionia  Cosme.” 


THE  COSME  AGEEEMEET. 

AVTHOKITT — General  meeting  shall  ^ wlect 
i.ommitP  union,  yearly,  for  a term  of  throe 
ywtis  : committee  elect  one  executive  ofiicer,  year- 
]\ . ror  a term  of  three  yearn  ; executive  officers  to 
n tirr  if  they  lose  seat  on  connintroe  ; general 
n.u4‘ting  elect  a chairman  for  a term  of  three  years, 
«h:tirinan  to  have  previously  served  as  executive 
officer:  chuirnuir.  to  be  subject  to  suspension  by  a 
two-thirds  Minjority  of  committee. 

VoTEH.-  -The  houschohler  in  good  standing  to 
be  the  voter  in  r.ll  general  meeting  ekctiomn. 


r twenty-one  year>;  of  age, 
fership. 

e functions  of  the  Cosine  au- 
\\^sri?T!T  be  tl  0 maintaining  of  Cosme  priiici- 
the  holding  of  Cosme  land,  tlie  liolding  and 
handling  of  funds,  the  or.cfunsing  and  directing  of 
all  industry,  the  holding  of  nil  property,  the  regu- 
lating of  ill!  ccminon  matters,  and  any  other 
lunctions  which  may  by  expressed  consent  or 
custom  be  assigned  to  it  by  the  community. 

Membership.—  Membership  must  be  either  by 
Vjir1hri;\ht  or  by  admittance.  Mo  charge  shall  be 
made  for  udmittiince,  but  no  members  shall  have 
any  comiiiercini  interests  outside  of  Cosme.  Any 
capital  acquired  b\  hmiseliolders  or  their  families 
shall  be  contribvited  to  the  capital  of  the  colony. 
Ail  c(mtributions  to  cai>ital  shall  be  made  as  free 
gifts. 

The  children  of  members  shall  be  registered  as 
inborn  members,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  mainten- 
ance and  education,  wliile  minors,  and  to  all 
membership  rights  when  of  due  age.  piovided  their 
j)aronts  continue  in  n)cmbersbip.  The  Cosine 
marriage  ag*o  shall  be  after  21  for  men,  and  after 
18  for  women.  First  cousins  shall  bo  regarded  as 
within  the  forbidden  degree's. 

Divibexd.“  Mo  dividend  shall  be  made  until 
maintenance,  education,  sanitation,  and  all  other 
geiieral  expenses  have  been  provided  for.  Any 
dividend  made  shall  be  allotted  to  all  adults  equal- 
ly, by  crediting  each  liouseholder  with  an  amount 
]»roporf icnrJe  to  the  number  of  adults  in  his 
family.  Mcmi>ers  wilhdrawing  shall  be  ertitjud 
to  proportionate  amount  due  to  them  on  the  basitf 
of  the  next  div’-^end. 

'VViTBPHA.v.  j-  - Excepting  for  dividend  c 
Biembe  wh  'ulni^  ■:  p shall  have  :»t- 

ftoevei  upon  Cosme  propuit.^ , v h*  tner  for 
or  working  or  any  other  coiitributiors,  ail  contri- 
butions having  been  made,  as  free  gifts  for  Iht 
foundation  and  establishment  of  Cosnie.  General 
meeting  may  set  from  time  to  time  smh  financial 
assistance  as  it  may  considur  itself  able  to  piant 
to  witlidrawing  members. 

Alteration.-  Alteration  of  this  a;  n 
uily  be  made  by  a tw'o -thirds 
nieeting,  of 


OSIflE  MON 


The  “Cosme  Monthly”  i?  a four  pajre  8vo. 
r-rti-wr.  tuHt'vMi,  printed  and  pubiislied  at  1,‘oloaiu 
rosirift.  I'anignay. 

U ooutaiiis  statistics  oii  climate,  heattli.  lahor, 
; condensed  reports  of  industrial  and  social 
life:  eiplanatory  articles  on  j^eneral  Cosme  de- 
\ ciopniHaits  ; ofticial  reports;  answers  to  corres- 
[fonuents.  etc. 

it-  is  of  interest  to  socialists  and  reformers 
, and.  co-operative  colonists  parlicuiarly. 

’i  he  Subscription,  post  free  from  Paraguay  to 
;--ny  p»i.rt  of  the  worhl,  in  One  Siiilliiig  yearly. 
Slvciinon  copy  free  to  any  adtlresF  on  application, 
ivemittiinces  may  be  sent  in  stam].8  of  any  country. 

1‘hc  j>!iper  will,  on  application,  be  mailed  free  to 
•<  (u-elaries  of  trade  or  other  Labor  or  democratic 
?ocicru's.  Exchanges  with  labor  and  colony 


IE,  PARAGUAY 


